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Historical Background: Russia was founded in the 12th century, being first known as the 

“Muscovy.” Muscovy emerged from 200 years of Mongol rule. The Russian Empire was created 

during the rule of PETER I who ruled in 1682-1725. Within the 19th century Russians faced 

defeat in the Russo-Japanese War, and WWI, caused many riots. Soon after Vladimir LENIN 

took over power and created the Soviet Union and expanded their territory after WWII. Russia 

went from a communist state to an authoritarian state under the rule of Vladimir Putin, who now 

still rules the country to this day. 

Political System: Political system is a semi-presidential federation. 

Economic System: Russia has a market-based system. 

Economic Standing: GDP per capita is $27,800 (2017), which is ranked number 174 compared to 

the rest of the world. 

Military Strength: Military expenditures ranked number 8 compared to the rest of the world. 

Russia is ranked number 2 in the world for military strength. 

Foreign Military Bases: Russia has military bases in 9 other countries besides Russia. Armenia, 

Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Syria. 

Geographic Location and Features: Located in North Asia bordering the Arctic Ocean. 

Coordinates are 60 00 N 100 00 E. Agriculture takes up 13.1% of Russia, while forests take up 

49.4%, and 37.5% is other things that make up the land use. 

Political Culture: To maintain legitimacy through stability and growth. Rise in agriculture, 

housing, education, and healthcare. Some parts have built a culture through fishing while other 

parts of Russia would be all about their wood industries. There is a high political culture conflict 

in Russia. 

Internal Strengths: They have very strong commodity based economic growth. 

Internal Weaknesses: Russia has many rebel movements, and they struggle internally with the 

backlash of these movements. 



Internal Objectives and Capabilities: Putin’s main goal in his authoritarian state is to legitimize 

his rule through fixed elections, and enhancing geopolitical influence or taking over more land.  

Key Institutional Memberships: CTSO (Russia-dominated Collective Security Treaty 

Organisation) and EAEU (Eurasian Economic Union). 

Allies: Belarus, Armenia, and Kazakhstan 

Adversaries: US, Ukraine 

Foreign Policy Objectives: an objective to Russia is to eliminate political isolation. 

Capabilities: Security and Military 

Obstacles: Economic Crisis’s 
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