
    United Mexican States 

 

Representative: Maria MacDougald 

 

Historical Background: Before the arrival of the Europeans, Mexico experienced the rise and fall 

of many native empires such as Olmec, Maya, Toltec, Zapotec and Mixtec.  The Spanish 

conquest occurred in 1519 and lasted for three hundred years.  In 1810, Miguel Hidalgo y 

Costilla led the Mexican Independence Movement.  Progress towards nationhood was slow and 

difficult.  In 1833, Santa Anna became president and was the president for the next twenty years. 

Then in 1857 the War on Reform took place which was a civil war that lasted until 1861.  Benito 

Juarez became the leader of Mexico and played a major role in creating the constitution which 

limited power of army and church, recognized civil marriage, freedom of press, religion, and 

assembly.  After that was the thirty five year long rule of Porfiro DAaz leading to the Revolution 

of 1910.  The Constitution of 1917 was placed which revived the ideal for free public education 

and government control of church property and wealth.  

 

Political System: Presidential/Executive  

Economic System: Free market economy 

Economic Standing: $1.26 trillion, 15th largest economy worldwide 

Military Strength: Mexico has a $7,000,000,000 defense budget.  Their total aircraft strength is 

478.  In terms of land power, Mexico has 695 armored fighting vehicles, 12 self propelled 

artillery and 375 towed artillery. Mexico’s total naval assets is 143.  

Other Capabilities and Assets: Mexico’s total population is 12,574,795.  Mexico’s available 

manpower is 60,000,000. The available labor force is 54,510,000  Mexico produces 2,187,000 

bbl/dy (oil barrels per day) and consumes 2,045,000bbl/dy.  Mexico has 7,640,000,000 bbl of 

proven oil reserves.  

Geographic Location and Features: Mexico’s total square land area is 1,964,375km.  Mexico has 

9,330km of coastline, 4,389km of shared border and 2,900km of waterways. 
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Political Culture: Mexicans attribute origins of their political system to the revolution of 

1910-20.  The Constitution of 1917 is the foundation of modern political institutions and 

practices.  The political culture also reflects the colonial rule in the ways of highly codified civil 

law and acceptance of heavy state involvement. 

Internal Strengths: Mexico is the main economic engine of Latin America.  Mexico has received 

$127 billion FDI during the current administration.  

Internal Weaknesses: Mexico’s number one challenge is the war on drugs.  President Peña Nieto 

has increased security spending from 1.5% to 5% of GDP.  

 

 

External Orientation 

Key Institutional Memberships: World Trade Organization (WTO), United Nations (UN), 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the Asia Pacific Economic 

Cooperation (APEC), NAFTA and the Rio Group.  

Allies: The U.S., Canada, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Japan, India, Australia, the Philippines, 

Britain, Spain, Italy, France, Germany, Portugal and Ireland.  

Adversaries: Drug cartels  

 

Foreign Policy Objectives: Trade 

Capabilities: Trade superpower of Latin America 

Obstacles: Strong internal turmoil 

 

Sources: 

https://photius.com/countries/mexico/government/mexico_government_membership_in_intern~

496.html 

http://countrystudies.us/mexico/ 

https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.asp?country_id=mexico 

https://www.thebalance.com/mexico-s-economy-facts-opportunites-challenges-3306351 

https://www.quora.com/Who-are-Mexicos-closest-allies 
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