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Historical Background: Ranking at 5" place in global population at a staggering 241.5 million
people and home to world’s 2™ largest Muslim population, Pakistan gained independence in
1947 following a two-nation-state solution from former British colony of British India. The
Pakistan Movement, a political and nationalist organization, was formed with the intent of
creating a self-determined Muslim majority state.

Political System: The government is structured under a parliamentary, the Prime Minister being
recently elected, Anwaar ul Haq Kakar. The current president is Arif Alvi since 2018 and is
elected based on the electoral college. Operating under the 1973 constitution, there are three
branches within the system, the executive, legislative, and judicial branch. Due to its multiparty
democracy, there are various parties in competition for office, the two most influential parties are
the Peoples Party and the Muslim League.

Economic System: Is one of the leading growing economies in the developing world. Due to the
Pakistan’s geographic prime location, in a corridor where major maritime and land-based transit
routes making it a desirable trade position. Although categorized as a developing country,
Pakistan is wealthy it terms of land and natural resources from gas, coal, to limestone but due to
many of the nation’s challenges, this did not reflect in the average income.

Military Strength: Categorized as a middle power, not a global superpower, but still maintains
an average amount of influence. In possession of nuclear weapons

Geographical Location and Features: East: India, West: Afghanistan (Tajikistan & Pakistan
are separated by a piece of Afghanistan), Southwest: Iran, Northeast: China, Shares maritime
border with Oman.

Allies: Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and China

Adversaries: India, United States (fluctuates)

Internal Capabilities: Rich in resources, heavily rely on agricultural and textile industries
economically. Currently Pakistan is experiencing a shift, specifically economic liberalization

which focuses on reducing federal government restrictions on private sectors. The goal is to
garner foreign investors into the economy.



Internal Obstacles: Poverty, illiteracy, political instability, foreign debt, and a rapidly growing
population. Also, a long-standing history of political tensions with neighboring country, India.



