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Subject: Recovered Satellite Images of Balshi Channel Reveals PRC Involvement in Cable Severance
Type: Intelligence
Event: Satellite captures of the recent cable severance in the Balshi Channel has determined the commercial trawlers which caused cable damage operated under Chinese registration and were manned by Chinese crews. In tracking the ships’ registration, the office also identified Chinese business licenses and classification records. 
Action: While the ships are confirmed to be operating under Chinese licensure, the ships were not of a military classification. As a result of this distinction, it cannot be determined whether the event occurred as a result of malintent or was a mistake during routine vessel operation in the heavily fished area. 

###


image1.png




