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Chief of Staff to The President
Brian Brinkman

It is my great honor to serve as Chief of Staff in the Widzer Administration. A pragmatic moderate who believes American strength rests on strong alliances, a stable economy, and credibility at home and abroad, this is a forward-thinking administration focused on raising the quality of life for all Americans. Geopolitically, we believe in diplomacy first and foremost. Rebuilding alliances and coalitions are the immediate priority of this administration’s foreign policy. Utilizing economic leverage, we will seek sanctions relief as a reward, wherever possible, while retaining the right to impose targeted sanctions against our adversaries. We will rebuild trust within our own intelligence services and utilize our military as a deterrence, and a last resort. 
The Widzer Administration believes in open sea lanes, a stable energy market, diplomatic solutions, and strong alliances, thus creating a web of support across the globe. As Chief of Staff, I will remain a disciplined steward for the President, ensuring we follow a process which gives the President clear options, with diplomatic solutions as priority. Our goal is be remembered as a White House that ran on process rather than chaos; wars that ended rather than those that widened. 
As Chief of Staff, I will remain an honest broker among cabinet secretaries; a gatekeeper to the President’s time, and an enforcer who ensures decisions are carried out. It is my job to control access to the President and the Administration’s agenda. I will seek strong relations with our partners in Congress to ensure the President’s agenda is swiftly passed into law. As my authority depends entirely on the trust of President Widzer, it is my daily prerogative to ensure the President is properly informed on all major issues and prepared to tackle any crisis with limited fallout. In a proudly collegial administration, we will allow all Cabinet Members the opportunity to share their views, so long as they understand the President’s word is final. 
We will begin each day with a Cabinet-level meeting to set the agenda and focus. There, the President will receive his intelligence briefing. I will join the President in his National Security Council meetings before taking calls with Hill leaders and working with the Cabinet to address any crises before they reach the Resolute Desk. When international issues arise, I will work through NSC interagency reviews before submitting an options memo for the President to act. From there, I will assign tasks directly to agency leads to the Legislature for policy review, and to proper communications channels for public outreach. I will monitor the process of all crises as they come through our workflow and will await executive feedback to adjust process going forward. My hope is to cultivate a culture of honest dissent and Presidential support that future Chief’s of Staff inherit. 
Upon entering The White House, the Widzer administration has five key issues we need to address immediately:
1. Rebuild Key Alliances While Ensuring Military Goals Are Met
Working with our critical, long-standing allies, we will reset our relationship with NATO. Reasserting our commitment to the alliance, we will work with our allies to update burden-sharing expectations. Through targeted leader-level engagement, we will rebuild trust and jointly plan the future of our organization, in effort to keep all parties focused and on the same page, with a clear understanding of fair-cost-sharing agreements, thus giving all parties a stake in the outcome. 

2. Reestablishing USAID As a Critical Form of American Soft Power
By way of Executive Order, the Widzer Administration is speaking plainly to the world about its values and foreign policy priorities. While we will rebuild our military by reopening it to all Americans, we will meet the world with an olive branch with the belief that offering nations a carrot will inspire both diplomacy and a shared reduction in tensions.

3. Stabilize Global Energy Prices
While we seek a conclusion to the War in Iran in accordance with our interests, we will work concurrently with the Treasury Dept, Energy Dept, and our allies to release energy reserves in effort to lower energy prices for American families. Through a clearly communicated plan, we will explain to the American people what is being sought the Iran War, how long we plan to hold out for a defined next step, and what our exit strategy is. The American people deserve a voice in this conflict, and they deserve a break in the economic burden they have taken on, with which they were never counseled.

4. Manage Competition with China
We will pursue constructive engagement with our Chinese counterparts to find collective solutions to the greatest problems of our time, including emerging technologies, climate change, and the evolving nature of the post-World War II order. By keeping our military-to-military hotlines open, we will reestablish clear and consistent communication between the world’s great powers. In addition, we will pair deterrence with regular diplomatic talks. We will push for a reduction in tensions in the Taiwan Strait, while seeking better understanding around China’s goals. With competition comes great opportunity, and we will look to expand dialogue around the Arctic, Africa, the South China Sea, AI, and Climate Change Technology. 

5. Go On the Offensive Against Latin American Gangs
We will begin immediate outreach to our partners across Latin America to seek a productive alternative to the black market which thrives across the region and fuels the illicit economies of so many criminal enterprises, which ultimately threaten our way of life. With our border secure, and deportation efforts curtailed domestically, it’s time we brought the fight to the gangs across Latin America who disrupt the lives of so many citizens trying to work and raise a family. Through targeted sanctions, covert operations, and investments in our Latin American ally’s security, we seek to build trust in the region, while ensuring the safety of all people. 
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