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China is home to one of the world’s oldest continuous civilizations, with a written recorded history dating back nearly 3,500 years, now established as The People’s Republic of China, founded in October of 1949. In China’s long history, the nation gifted the world with foundational inventions, like papermaking, gunpowder, and the magnetic compass. China is the world’s second largest economy, contributing roughly 18% to global GDP, and lifting nearly 800 million of its population out of severe poverty within the last 40 years. This economic power comes as a result of China’s strong manufacturing and technology sectors, accounting for nearly 28% of global manufacturing output. China leads in 37 of 44 of the world’s critical technology sectors, in areas such as artificial intelligence, robotics, and 5G cellular base stations. 
Critical Foreign Policy Objectives:
1. The One China Policy. There is only one China in the world, and Beijing affirms Taiwan is an inalienable part of this China. The People’s Republic of China is the sole legal government of the region, and the reunification with Taiwan remains at the top of Chinese policy objectives.
2. The Belt and Road Initiative. In reshaping global trade maps to feature China at the center, the Belt and Road Initiative is an effort to secure energy and resource materials, open new foreign markets for Chinese construction and technology firms, and export China’s excess industrial capacity. 
3. Non-Interference in Internal Affairs. The PRC seeks to maintain mutual respect for sovereignty with other members of the international community and argues the right of all states to choose their own path of development free from foreign pressures, economic coercion, and human rights conditionality. 
4. Common Prosperity. The PRC aims to foster cooperative relationships within the world order which benefit all involved, building common prosperity and treating the diversity of civilizations not as a source of global conflict, but as an engine driving the advance of human civilizations.
5. Internal Development. China is still in the process of development and sides with the developing world, not aligning with any major global power. China seeks peace within the world order so the nation can focus on its own internal affairs and development. 
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