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Subject: Severance of Undersea Fiber-Optic Cables in Balshi Channel
Type: Military, Intelligence 
Event: 
Multiple critical fiber-optic cables running undersea through the Balshi channel between Taiwan and the Philippines have been severed by unidentified commercial trawler ship anchors. These cables are used for transmission of unclassified information to INDOPACCOM. Internet communications between the U.S., Taiwan, the Philippines, and Guam have been severely impacted. 
Action: 
It is recommended that new communication and data processing methods are acquired to temporarily restore communication in the area. Further, it is recommended that the severed cables be fully repaired and protected from future damage to maintain a secure information transmission channel in the area. As those who use these cables are U.S. allies, communication between the states must be maintained. 
Est. Cost:
Cable Repair: $12 Million
Naval & Military Forces: $35 Million
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